
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE METRO EAST
SANITARY DISTRICT, ST. CLAIR AND
MADISON COUNTIES, ILLINOIS HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2012 AT 1800 EDISON
AVENUE, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS AT 9:00
A.M.

President Economy called the meeting to order and the Clerk recorded the

attendance.

The following was the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting were Executive Director Shipley, Attorney George

Filcoff, Attorney Todd Neilson, Superintendent Randy Presswood, Superintendent John

Maeras, Superintendent Walter Greathouse, Superintendent Rick Fancher, Office

Manager Cindy Worthen and Treasurer Kenneth Davis.

Charlie Juneau, representing Juneau Associates, Inc. was also in attendance and

Mike Lorentzen.

President Economy welcomed Mr. Lorentzen to the meeting and asked if he

would like to address the Board at this time.

Mr. Lorentzen, “I would like to rent two pieces of property from the District.

Both pieces are approximately ten (10) acres.  The first piece is along Prairie DuPont off

Triple Lakes Road and the other piece of property is between old Route 3 and new

Route 3.”

Attorney Filcoff, “If the District plans to lease the property, then an advertisement

for bids should be placed in the newspaper.”

Superintendent Greathouse, “I would like to get together with you and look at our

maps to make certain we are talking about the same area and that MESD does own the

property.”
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Executive Director Shipley, “Mr. Lorentzen, you do understand that we have no

control over the Blue Waters Ditch Pump Station and cannot control the water level in

that area.”

Mr. Lorentzen, “Yes, I understand that.”

Executive Director Shipley, “We will look into the matter and give you an answer

in the near future.”

ENGINEERING REPORT:

Mr. Juneau presented Pay Application No. 1 from Plocher Construction Co., Inc.

for the new bar screen at Venice Station in the amount of One hundred forty-five

thousand, three hundred fifty dollars ($145,350):
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Crockett to approve

Pay Application No. 1 from Plocher Construction Co., Inc. for the new bar screen at

Venice Station for One hundred forty-five thousand, three hundred fifty dollars

($145,350).

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

Mr. Juneau reported

1. We are advertising for bids for the repair of the twin 60” storm water lines
that run from the Granite City High School to Nameoki Ditch.  The bids
are due April 24, 2012.

2. The Corps of Engineers Design Agreement will be on the Southwestern
Illinois Flood Prevention District Council (FPD) agenda this Friday, April
20th.

Superintendent Greathouse, “Attorney Filcoff and Attorney Neilson both have a

copy of the design agreement.  The estimated cost of the project is One hundred forty

million dollars ($140,000,000).  MESD does not have the non-federal share of 35%.  We

will need help from the FPD, the State of Illinois and the Federal Government.”

“Also, Mr. Juneau, who is responsible for the repairs to Main Street in Venice,

Illinois?”

Mr. Juneau, “The contractor MESD hired to replace the 24” force main hit the

Ameren line, since it wasn’t marked.  I think Ameren is responsible since they did not

mark their line.”

Superintendent Greathouse, “A citizen called me and said there is still a leak in

that area.  Why are they calling MESD?”
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Mr. Juneau, “Originally, the force main broke and the contractor cut the line and

made the necessary repairs.  It is now leaking at a new location, which belongs to

Ameren and the catch basin belongs to the City of Venice.”

Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder authorizing

Charlie Juneau to send a letter on behalf of the Metro East Sanitary District to Ameren

advising them of the repairs needed  on Main Street in Venice, Illinois.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Executive Director Shipley reported:

1. Dirt is still available at Canal No. 1, if anyone needs it.

2. MESD employees have been able to pull the drift at North Pump Station,
by using the new platform.

3. The Corps of Engineers has started working on the new Chouteau,
Nameoki and Venice Pump Station.  The floor is being poured today.

4. The East St. Louis and Chouteau, Nameoki and Venice Pump Stations
have been in operation since the weekend.

5. Hartford Ditch looks very good; the trees have all been cleared.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT:

Treasurer Ken Davis did not have a report at this time.
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Superintendent Maeras reported:

1. The Mississippi River is at 17 feet today.  We should close the Chouteau,
Nameoki and Venice Pump Station today.  East St. Louis Pump Station
will probably be in operation for at least one more week.

2. The pump at 48th and Baleydier went out.

3. Six mow units are out today.  Four are on the river front levee and two are
at South Pump Station.

4. The hydraulic motor on the 650 slopemower has been repaired.

Superintendent Presswood reported:

1. The control gates are being cleared of debris.

2. Over 700 trees have been removed from Hartford Canal.  The Corps of
Engineers has been advised of the project and is in agreement that the
trees need to be removed.

3. We are continuing to take wastewater samples from Bailey Noodle.  The
samples look much cleaner.

4. The alarm lights at the Eagle Park Lift Stations are not coming on when
there is a problem.  The pumps quit working and one resident had a foot of
sewage in his basement.

The lift stations have a one year warranty.  The Corps of Engineers
contracted the work and the warranty is through the Corps.

President Economy, “Who is responsible for the sewage in the man’s basement?”

Superintendent Presswood, “I do not know, that is up to Madison County and the

Corps of Engineers.”

Superintendent Fancher, “The City of Granite City has a form that residents must

complete.  It asks if there is a floor drain, a shut off valve or check valve, etc.  Then if the

case goes to litigation, the City has the necessary information.”
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Superintendent Greathouse, “I think that is a good idea, since Eagle Park is the

only area where sewage backup could become an issue.”

President Economy, “Why didn’t the pump kick on at the Eagle Park lift station?”

Superintendent Presswood, “We do not know.  We stayed there for four hours

pumping down the water.”

Superintendent Fancher reported:

1. There are five mow units out today at Cahokia Creek, Hartford Canal and
the front levee.  The Terrain King is also out at Cahokia Creek.

2. We are trimming around the relief wells.

Superintendent Greathouse reported:

1. Saturday, April 14th, all of the Superintendents were out after the heavy
rains.

2. We are still learning about the Chouteau, Nameoki and Venice Pump
Station.  At this time, we are being very careful and maybe manning the
Station sooner than necessary.

3. The new cellular phones are still not reliable.  I cannot receive any phone
calls inside my home.  This is a serious problem when we have a heavy
rain like last weekend.

Attorney Filcoff, “I think we can break the contract, since we do not have

service.”

Lansdowne Office Manager Cindy Worthen reported:

1. The Lansdowne fiscal year end was March 31, 2012.  The billing
department collected approximately Two million, eight hundred seventy-
two thousand dollars ($2,872,000) in sewage treatment fees.

Executive Director Shipley, “We are still having a problem with coal dust

entering the sanitary line.”
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Superintendent Greathouse, “The coal dust enters the line through the gutters in

the street. It is a combined sewer and stormwater line.”

Executive Director Shipley, “Beelman has always been very fair with the District.

They water the area to keep the coal dust down and they also sweep the area.”

Mr. Juneau, “We need to ask if Beelman has a pollution prevention plan that

prevents rain water from getting into the sewer system.  They may need a system that

traps and filters the water.”

Superintendent Presswood, “The coal dust is not coming from the site, but from

the streets.”

Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded Commissioner Laub authorizing

Juneau Associates to perform a study on the coal dust entering the Metro East Sanitary

District sewer system.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

GENERAL FUND CLAIMS:

The General Fund Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to approve

the General Fund Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE CLAIMS & SPECIFIC CLAIMS:

The Lansdowne Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Crockett to approve

the Lansdowne Treatment Plant Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them

paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE REPORT:

The Lansdowne Adjustment Reports were presented for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Crockett to approve the

Lansdowne Adjustment Reports as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

PAYROLL:

The Payroll for the period of March 18, 2012 through March 31, 2012 was

submitted for approval.
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Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded Commissioner Laub to approve the

Payroll as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

REPORT OF ATTORNEY:

Attorney Filcoff reported:

1. Centerpoint Energy wants to renew their Ordinance.  They were paying
Seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) yearly and according to the terms of the
new rate Ordinance the rate will be Eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000)
annually.

2. The contractor that is demolishing the old Union Electric building by
McKinley bridge wants an easement for a roadway.

3. Ms. Worthen and I are still working with Gateway Cold Storage
(Polarville Ice) on their past due sewage treatment bill.  We threatened to
disconnect their water, so they made a payment.

However, they never signed and returned the monthly payment agreement
and missed the March payment.

4. A member of Teamsters Local 50 filed two grievances against the District.

Attorney Neilson, “The Public Access Counselor agreed that MESD does not

have to provide Washington University with a copy of the Corps of Engineers Periodic

Inspection No. 9 under the Freedom of Information Act.”

CORRESPONDENCE: None.



April 18, 2012
Page 12

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS: None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Attorney Neilson, “I would like to discuss contract negotiations during Executive

Session.”

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to enter into

Executive Session to discuss union contract negotiations.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

The Board entered into Executive Session at 9:50 A.M.

President Economy called the meeting back to order at 10:02 A.M. and the Clerk

recorded the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting at this time were Executive Director Bob Shipley,

Attorney George Filcoff and Attorney Todd Neilson.

President Economy, “After discussing the matter in Executive Session, I

recommend Attorney Neilson continue negotiating with Operating Engineers Local 148.”
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There being no further business, Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded

Commissioner Hanfelder to adjourn.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

So adjourned at 10:04 A.M.

_________________________
Clerk


